
SEARCH THINKING KEYS 

 

I appreciate the interest that students and their parents have taken in the SEARCH program this 

year!  It is a privilege to work with all kindergarten through fourth grade classes to stimulate 

curiosity, practice problem solving strategies, encourage higher level thinking skills, and gain 

insight into the students’ strengths and learning styles.   

Your children may have mentioned that during each SEARCH lesson we use “thinking keys” that 

help us “unlock” our best thinking.  The PERCEIVING KEY focuses our thinking on understanding 

and learning through the senses.  The CONNECTING KEY reminds us to link information and 

ideas to understand how they fit together. The REASONING KEY lends support for using 

information to find answers that can be proven, are logical, and make sense.  The CREATING 

KEY helps us put ideas, information, or objects together in a new or different way.  Finally, the 

EVALUATING KEY enables us to use information to make decisions. 

Thank you for helping your children develop an enthusiasm for learning!  When your children 

share with you the activities they have participated in during SEARCH, provide praise for their 

efforts, as effort will help them achieve their goals.  Also, keep in mind that students need to 

have an intrinsic desire to learn, not because of a reward, but because of the feeling of 

competence gained from mastering new concepts or skills.  

Please explore the LCPS Gifted Education website for answers to questions you may have about 

identification, curriculum, and other opportunities for our students.  The LCPS gifted program is 

in transition, so it is also suggested that you attend one of the upcoming parent information 

sessions that will provide updates. These sessions will be listed on both the LCPS and RLC 

websites once locations and times are determined. You may also reach me at 

karla.paulson@lcps.org.  
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